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Dear Patrons,

The Indian Cancer Society’s Cancer Cure Fund (CCF) completes 13 successful years of
supporting underserved cancer patients across India.

A proud milestone in this journey was the
recognition of the project through a case
study titled "Indian Cancer Society:
Innovative Funding of Cancer Treatment",
authored by Prof. Arvind Sahay, former
faculty at IIM Ahmedabad. The case,
published on the IIMA Case Centre
Website, won the prestigious Best Case
Award (2024). It was felicitated at
the Pre-Convocation Merit Awards on
March 28, 2025, and selected as one
of 14 cases to receive the IIMA
Endowment Case Award 2025.

The HDFC Charity Fund for Cancer Cure remains a one-of-a-kind, innovative philanthropic
initiative, globally unique in its design and execution. This remarkable journey has been
possible due to the unwavering support of our donor - HDFC Asset Management Company
(HDFC AMC), whose commitment stands out year after year. HDFC Charity Fund for Cancer
Cure is a pathbreaking initiative of the HDFC AMC where philanthropy is considered as an
asset class. The contribution to the close ended debt fund is from investors who forego their
dividend. This dividend after tax deduction is transferred to ICS - CCF with a mandate to use
it for the treatment of underprivileged cancer patients. HDFC AMC also contributes an equal,
higher amount as CSR donation thereby doubling the impact of the dividend distributed in the
form of HDFC AMC’s own contributions. This matching contribution - subject to certain limits
- has reinforced investor satisfaction, as their donations are signi�cantly enhanced by HDFC
AMC’s own commitment. The HDFC AMC’s backing to the project (through the mutual fund
and the CSR grant) also assures investors about the quality of utilisation of the Fund by ICS
and has, enabled the �nancial support for treatment of over 16,707 patients for an amount of
Rs.302.75 crore. Notably, 53% of patients supported by the Fund are alive for �ve years after
receiving assistance, underscoring the lasting impact of this initiative. This support has been
given to patients through 19 hospitals from 28 states and 7 Union territories.

Celebrating Milestones and Impact: ICS and Cancer Cure

Prof. Sahay noted, "There is no other case in the Harvard or Ivey
repositories - the two largest global case centres - that combines
the cancer care sector with marketing and finance in this way. It
is definitely the only case of its kind in India and can be effectively
used for pedagogy in MBA and public policy classrooms."
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While the CCF supports underprivileged patients with curable cancers for their treatment
the Dr. Arun Kurkure Initiation and Treatment Fund (AKITF) has brought a ray of hope to
thousands of patients in empanelled hospitals by facilitating essential diagnostic tests.
Many of them though suspected with cancer have to turn away from hospitals as they
cannot afford the diagnostics tests and the initial treatment as it is not covered by any
government scheme. Since 2019, 13,221 patients have been �nancially supported to
the extent of Rs. 18.87 crore across 20 States and 3 Union Territories of India. When
diagnosed, 7% of patients were found not to have cancer. 10,312 or 78% proceeded
for treatment of which 2,268 or 22% expired. Most of the patients supported fall above
45 years of age.

This newsletter offers a glimpse into the achievements and key activities of the Cancer
Cure Project over the past year (2024-25).

"Together, We Fight. Together, We Win."

Best Regards

For Indian Cancer Society

Usha Thorat

Hon. Secretary & Managing Trustee

02



CANCER CURE FUND IMPACT

Main features of the Cancer Cure Fund.

• Cancer Patients referred by empanelled hospitals whose annual income is less
than or equal to Rs. 4 lakhs.

• Amount sanctioned upto Rs. 5 lakhs per patient and Rs. 8 lakhs for BMT cases.

• Indian citizens only. The patient must be registered as a general patient only 
   (not private or semi-private).

• 5 years survival rate for paediatric patients (<= 15 years) is 70% for Adult patients
   (>15years) is 50%.

Impacted patients Net disbursement (In cr.).

CCF Impact N = 16707, Amount = Rs. 302.75 Cr.

Gender Wise Patients
Supported, N = 16707

Patient Status,
N = 16707

Agewise Patient
Supported,  N = 16707

Female 55%

Male 45%

Non contactable 8%

Alive 67%

Expired 25%

67%

25%

8%

42 % Youth Data (› 15 - 45 yrs)

33 % Middle age Data (› 45 yrs)

25 % Paediatric Data (0-15 yrs)
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Female Beneficiaries with Cancer, N = 9111

Male Beneficiaries with Cancer, N = 7596

Adult Haematolymphoid 15%

Ca Breast 53%

Paediatric Haematolymphoid 12%

Bone and Soft Tissue 5%

Head and Neck Cancer 3%
Other Solid Tumor 3%

Uro Oncology 1%

Gynaecology 7%
CNS Solid Tumor 1%

Adult Haematolymphoid 35%

Paediatric Haematolymphoid 29%

Bone and Soft Tissue 11%

Head and Neck Cancer 10%
Other Solid Tumor 7%

Uro Oncology 6%

CNS Solid Tumor 2%
Ca Breast 0.29%
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DR. ARUN KURKURE INITIATION AND TREATMENT FUND IMPACT

The Dr. Arun Kurkure Initiation and Treatment fund (AKITF) continues to support patients
who are unable to afford the initial investigation and treatment expenses.

Main features of the AKITF Project.

• Suspected cancer patients referred by empanelled hospitals whose annual income
  is less than or equal to Rs. 4 lakhs.

• Amount sanctioned upto Rs. 25,000 per patient.

• Indian citizens only. The patient must be registered as a general patient only
  (not private or semi-private).

Scan to view share save

Many suspected patients abandon the initial diagnosis once they
know the cost involved and then come back only when the cancer
is in advanced stages. Not only this makes it more expensive to
treat but also it decreases the cure rates. The Dr. Arun Kurkure
Initiation and Treatment Fund has been a godsend gift for
such patients.

Dr. Shripad Banavali. Director Academics - Tata Memorial Centre.
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AKITF Impact N = 13221, Amount disbursed Rs. 18.87 Cr.

Impacted patients Net disbursement (In cr.).
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Gender Wise Patients
Supported, N = 13321

Treatment Status,
N = 13321

Agewise Patient
Supported,  N = 13321

06



DONOR / IMPACT ASSESSOR REPORTS & VISITS

HDFC AMC Impact assessment
report– March 2024

Mr. Santosh Bhalerao – Vice President (IT) from
the Clearing Corporation of India had visited ICS

Empanelled hospital Padhar, Betul Madhya Pradesh
as part of their CSR Site visit on 4th March 2025.

Ms. Smeeta Jaybhaye,Manager, Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) HDFC Bank Ltd. Visited
Kailash Cancer Hospital Goraj, Gujarat on 9th

Jan, 2025 as part of their CSR Visit.

Mr Nandan Pradhan– Vice President (Risk Management) from
the Clearing Corporation of India had visited ICS Empanelled

hospital Kailash Cancer Hospital, Goraj, Gujarat as part of
their CSR Site visit on 25th March 2025.

Mr. Ricky Katare – Development Of�cer from
ICICI Foundation visited ICS premises as part

of their CSR Visit.

On behalf of HDFC AMC Mr. Karthikeyan Sureshkumar visited CI Hospital
for Impact Assessment evaluation on 17th April’25.

The Clearing Corporation of India
Impact assessment report 2022-23

ICICI Foundation Impact
Assessment Report for 2022-23

For detailed Impact Assessment report: Scan the QR Code
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AKITF & CANCER CURE FUND HIGHLIGHTS

2024 – UICC GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

1. Meherbai Tata Memorial Hospital, Jamshedpur Jharkhand empanelled under
the AKITF Project.

2. Dr. Avinash Deo joined as the Governing Advisory Council (GAC). Dr. Deo is
a medical oncologist with over 30 years of experience in Mumbai. He specialises
in both haematological and non-haematological malignancies.

• During this period, review meetings with most of the empanelled hospitals
were conducted. 

• Successful Audits have been conducted at BKL, RCC and TMH hospitals.

• Selected for Digital presentation at the Union
for International Cancer Congress on “Saving
Lives through unique philanthropic mutual fund
model” and “Long term Outcome of Sustainable
Financial Support through Indian Cancer Society
Cancer Cure Fund(ICS-CCF) for treatment of
underprivileged cancer patients.”

• Mr. Aman Agarwal, a beneficiary of Cancer
Cure Foundation (CCF), participated in the
74th Founder’s Day Survivor Talk on
January 25, 2025. He is currently working as
a Junior Editor and Production Assistant at
Can Communicates (Cancom), a company
associated with ICS-CC for producing cancer
awareness �lms.
Ms. Ranjana from Cancer Cure had introduced
Aman to Mr. Yogi, the owner of Cancom, for
potential opportunities. 

SKIMS - Sher-E-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences Sri Shankara Cancer Hospital and Research Centre
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FROM PATIENTS, DONORS AND HOSPITAL.

BEFORE AFTER
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CASE STUDIES

A 52-year-old woman from Patiala, Punjab, led a modest life with her husband,
a cook and the family’s sole breadwinner. Their simple existence was upended
when she discovered a lump in her breast, which was later diagnosed as breast
cancer at the Rajiv Gandhi Cancer and Research Institute (RGCI) in Delhi.

The prescribed six-month treatment plan was emotionally and �nancially daunting.
The family, already struggling to make ends meet, found the cost of care - coupled
with travel and stay far from home - nearly impossible to bear. With no clear path
forward, they were on the verge of giving up treatment.

At this critical juncture, the Indian Cancer Society’s Cancer Cure Fund (CCF) extended a lifeline.
Their timely �nancial assistance covered the full cost of treatment, lifting the heavy burden from
the family’s shoulders.

Thanks to this support, she successfully completed her treatment and has now returned to her daily life,
once again contributing to her family’s well-being. Her journey is a testament to the transformative power
of �nancial aid - turning a moment of despair into one of healing and renewed hope.

This case reinforces the vital role organizations like ICS play in bridging the gap for underprivileged
patients, helping them reclaim their lives with dignity.

Restoring Hope: A Breast Cancer Survivor’s Journey
from Patiala.

At just 11 months old, a baby boy from Kengeri, Karnataka, was brought in after
his parents noticed a persistent white re�ex in his left eye for over two weeks.
A detailed evaluation, including an MRI and examination under anesthesia (EUA),
con�rmed a heartbreaking diagnosis - Retinoblastoma, a rare and aggressive form
of eye cancer affecting young children. 

A Lifeline for the Youngest Fighter: Infant Battles Eye Cancer with
Help from ICS

Their story is a testament to how timely support can offer not just medical care, but renewed hope - and
a future - for families facing unimaginable challenges.

He was promptly referred to Shankara Cancer Hospital for specialized treatment.
For his young parents, who were already grappling with limited resources - his father
working as a maintenance staff member in a private company and his mother as a
homemaker - the diagnosis was emotionally and �nancially overwhelming. With no other children, the fear
of losing their only child was crushing.

Faced with treatment costs far beyond their means, they received crucial support from the Indian Cancer
Society’s Cancer Cure Fund (ICS CCF). This timely �nancial aid enabled the baby to undergo chemotherapy,
offering him the best chance at survival. Thanks to this intervention, the infant has responded well to
treatment and is now on the road to recovery. His parents remain profoundly grateful to Shankara Cancer
Hospital and ICS for stepping in at their darkest hour.

10



A 48-year-old labourer from Uttar Pradesh was diagnosed with Chronic Myeloid
Leukemia at Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital, Varanasi. As the sole breadwinner for
his family, the cost of even the initial diagnostic tests was a heavy burden.

In this moment of need, the Indian Cancer Society’s Dr. Arun Kurkure Diagnosis &
Treatment Fund (AKITF) stepped in to provide crucial �nancial support for his
investigations. This timely intervention enabled early diagnosis - an essential �rst step in his journey
to recovery.

With the help of the Ayushman Bharat scheme, he has since begun treatment. The support he received
not only gave him a �ghting chance against cancer but also allowed him to continue ful�lling his
responsibilities toward his family.

His story re�ects the vital role of timely �nancial aid in ensuring that no one is denied a chance at
life-saving care due to economic hardship.

Timely Diagnosis, Renewed Hope: A Labourer’s Fight Against
Leukemia

A 36-year-old man from Raipur, Chhattisgarh, was diagnosed with cancer of
the border of the tongue at Balco Medical Centre. As a driver and the sole
breadwinner of his family, he struggled to afford even the basic diagnostic
tests needed to con�rm his illness.

At this critical juncture, the Indian Cancer Society’s Dr. Arun Kurkure Diagnosis
& Treatment Fund (AKITF) provided essential �nancial support, covering the cost
of investigations. This timely assistance enabled early diagnosis and allowed him to begin treatment
under the Ayushman Bharat government scheme.

Thanks to this intervention, he is now on the path to recovery. His family remains profoundly grateful
to the Indian Cancer Society for giving him the opportunity to �ght cancer and continue supporting
his loved ones.

His story is a testament to how early diagnosis and �nancial support can restore not just health, but hope.

A Voice Restored: A Driver’s Battle with Tongue Cancer

A 7-year-old girl from Trissur, Kerala, began suffering from persistent leg pain - an
alarming symptom that led her family to seek medical help. After thorough
investigations at the Regional Cancer Centre in Trivandrum, she was diagnosed
with osteosarcoma, a rare and aggressive form of bone cancer.

As the only child of her parents, the diagnosis was a devastating blow. Her father,
a daily-wage labourer, and her mother, a homemaker, struggled to sustain their
household on a modest monthly income of ₹4,000 - ₹6,000. The estimated cost of her treatment -
including surgery and chemotherapy - was well beyond their �nancial reach. 

In this moment of crisis, the Indian Cancer Society’s Cancer Cure Fund (CCF) stepped in, offering the
�nancial support that made her treatment possible. Thanks to this timely intervention, she received the
full course of care she urgently needed. 
Today, she is not only cancer-free but thriving in school as a third-standard student. Her father,
overwhelmed with gratitude, shared, “Thank you to ICS CCF for saving my daughter.” 
Her story is a powerful reminder of the life-saving impact of �nancial aid for families facing medical and
economic hardship. With continued support, initiatives like CCF can keep transforming despair into hope
for countless others.

A Second Chance: Young Cancer Survivor from Trissur
Reclaims Her Childhood
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Cancer Institute, Adyar,
Tamilnadu

Sri Shankara Cancer Hospital &
Research Centre, Bengaluru,
Karnataka

Kailash Cancer Hospital, Goraj,
Gujarat
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SUCCESS STORIES

From Gaya to Glory: A Survivor’s Triumph Over Leukemia

In March 2012, a 27-year-old young man from Gaya, Bihar stood at the edge of a battle
most daunting - one he had been �ghting since the age of 18. Diagnosed with B-cell
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia, his life took a sudden and terrifying turn.

Standing Tall: A Survivor’s Story of Hope Amidst a Pandemic

In May 2021, while the world struggled with the fear and uncertainty of the COVID-19
pandemic, a 46-year-old gentleman from Dombivli, Maharashtra, faced a
personal crisis that would forever alter the course of his life. Diagnosed with a Germ Cell
Tumor at Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai, he suddenly found himself �ghting not just a
life threatening illness, but also the crushing burden of �nancial and emotional hardship.

Accompanied by his devoted wife, he traveled to Mumbai for treatment leaving behind their
2-year-old daughter. The family, already surviving on a modest monthly income of
₹10,000 to ₹12,000, was pushed to the brink when he lost his job during the lockdown.
With no savings and no stable income, the mounting cost of surgery and treatment loomed large, threatening
to extinguish their hopes

It was at this darkest hour that the Indian Cancer Society (ICS) became their beacon of hope. Through the
Cancer Cure Fund, ICS stepped in to cover the substantial medical expenses, enabling him to undergo the
critical surgery and continue treatment without plunging into insurmountable debt.

Supported by ICS and fuelled by his determination to live for his family, he faced treatment head-on. Each day
brought him closer to recovery - not just physically, but emotionally and mentally as well. With time, his body
healed and so did his spirit.

Today, he has returned to the workforce and is employed as a manager in the construction �eld. With regained
stability and con�dence, he has become a pillar of strength for his family - a father, husband, and survivor who
refused to give up.

His journey from despair to dignity is a powerful reminder of the transformative impact of timely support and
the indomitable strength of the human spirit. His life stands as proof that even in the most challenging times,
hope, compassion, and community can pave the way to healing and empowerment.

"For privacy and security reasons, patient identities are not disclosed. We respect and uphold the con�dentiality of every individual
under our care." 

Armed with courage, a determined mother by his side, and just ₹5,000 in hand, he arrived
at Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai, seeking a miracle. His father, a daily wage laborer
earning barely ₹4,000 - ₹6,000 a month, remained behind, unable to afford the journey.

The �nancial burden of treatment - particularly a life-saving Bone Marrow Transplant (BMT)
seemed insurmountable. But when all seemed lost, a ray of hope arrived in the form of the Indian Cancer
Society’s Cancer Cure Fund (ICS-CCF). Their timely intervention covered critical treatment expenses, giving
him a �ghting chance. And fight he did.

After enduring intense chemotherapy, the transplant, and a long recovery, he emerged not just alive - but
transformed. Determined to reclaim his future, he resumed his B.Sc. in Media Technology, refusing to let
cancer de�ne his destiny.
The Indian Cancer Society stood by him once again through the DJ Fund, supporting his educational journey.
With newfound strength and a heart full of gratitude, he secured a job as Junior Editor and Production
Assistant at Can Communicates (Cancom) - a moment that marked more than professional success; it
was a personal victory over adversity.

Today, he is more than a cancer survivor. He is a symbol of resilience, hope, and the life changing power of
compassion. His journey reminds us that when supported at the right time, even the most daunting struggles
can become stories of incredible triumph.
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Due Diligence Team (DDT)

Dr. Nehal Khanna
GAC Secretary and DDT Chairperson
Professor & Consultant Radiation
Oncology, Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai

Dr. Vijai Simha
Consultant - Medical Oncologist.
Sri Shankara Cancer Hospital &
Research Center, Bengaluru

Dr. Rakesh Pinnit
Senior Consultant - Medical Oncologist.
Basavatarakam Indo American Cancer
Hospital, Hyderabad

Dr. Rakesh Mittal
Consultant Navya Tech, Member
Management Committee ICS
Karnataka, Ex Deputy Director
and HOD Medical Oncology HBCH, Varanasi

Dr. Narendra Agarwal
Senior Consultant and Unit Head.
Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Institute, Delhi

Dr. Sachin Punatar 
Professor, Medical Oncologist. Tata
Memorial Centre, ACTREC, Navi Mumbai

Dr. Manish Bhandare
Professor and Unit Head, HPB &
Upper GI Surgery. Tata Memorial
Centre, ACTREC, Navi Mumbai

Dr. Shraddha Patkar
Professor, Hepatobiliary Division,
Surgical Oncologist. Tata Memorial
Centre, Mumbai

These experts go through all applications referred by Navya and give their recommendations
to accept or reject based on their experience.

OUR ESTEEMED SUPPORTERS

NAVYA Technologies Pvt Ltd

Mrs. Gitika Srivastava - CEO Dr. Naresh Ramarajan - CMO Dr. Justey Biju - Senior
Quality Associate

Ms. Poornima Bhat - Senior
Quality Associate

AI tool of Navya is used to evaluate all the applications submitted by CCF, those that are
rejected and do not have the required evidence / clinical information are referred to DDT.
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OUR ESTEEMED SUPPORTERS

Governing Advisory Council  Members (GAC)

Mrs. Usha Thorat
GAC Chairperson
Hon. Secretary & Managing
Trustee -Indian Cancer Society,
Mumbai.

Dr. Purna Kurkure
Joint Managing Trustee
Indian Cancer Society, Mumbai

Mr. Hari Mundra
Chairman - Indian Cancer
Society, Mumbai.

Mr. M. K. Sharma
Trustee – Indian Cancer
Society, Mumbai.

Mr. Kewal Nohria
Trustee – Indian Cancer
Society, Mumbai.

Dr. Anita Borges
Vice Chairperson - Indian
Cancer Society, Mumbai.

Mr. Gautam Chakravarthi
Hon. Treasurer – Indian
Cancer Society, Mumbai

Mrs. Jyotsna Govil
Chairperson – Indian Cancer
Society, Delhi Branch

Mr. Kishore Rao
Chairman – Indian Cancer
Society, Karnataka Branch

Mr. Navneet Munot
MD & CEO – HDFC Asset
Management Co. Ltd.

Dr. Shailesh Ayyangar
Former MD Sano� India.

Mr. Ramesh Swaminathan
Exec. Director & CFO -
Lupin Pharma

They are the �nal authority for sanctioning the application of CCF. They review every
form recommended or rejected by Navya and DDT at meetings that are held fortnightly.
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GAC Invitees

Mrs. Indra Jasuja
Hon Joint Secretary – Indian
Cancer Society, Delhi Branch

Mr. Sandeep Singhi
Product Specialist - HDFC
Asset Management Co. Ltd.

Mrs. Kanchan Bannerjee
Hon Secretary – Indian Cancer
Society, Karnataka Branch

Dr. Avinash Deo
Medical Oncologist SL Raheja
Hospital, Holy Family Hospital,
Nanavati Hospital Mumbai

Dr. Anant Gokarn
Professor, Department of
Medical Oncology TMH

Dr. Nilesh M Lokeshwar
Consultant – Medical
Oncologist  Lilavati
Hospital, Mumbai

"Indian Cancer Society would like to sincerely  express heartfelt
gratitude to the GAC, DDT, and Navya for their invaluable time,
guidance, and expertise. ICS- CCF deeply acknowledges your
commitment and contributions in making this initiative such

a success".

16



HEARTFELT GRATITUDE TO OUR ESTEEMED DONORS

INVESTORS OF THE HDFC CHARITY FUND FOR CANCER CURE 

HCL CAPITAL PRIVATE LIMITED

HDFC BANK LTD

EXIDE INDUSTRIES LIMITED

HDFC ASSET MANAGEMENT COMPANY LTD

ULTRATECH CEMENT LIMITED

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES LTD

UNION BANK OF INDIA

ICICI BANK LTD

NJ INDIA INVEST PRIVATE LIMITED

APOLLO HOSPITALS ENTERPRISE LTD

EWART INVESTMENTS LIMITED

MAHINDRA & MAHINDRA LIMITED

BANK OF INDIA

PRUDENT CORPORATE ADVISORY SERVICES LTD

UTI ASSET MANAGEMENT COMPANY LIMITED

NIPPON LIFE INDIA ASSET MANAGEMENT LTD

FUSION FINANCE LIMITED 

COMPUTER AGE MANAGEMENT SERVICES LIMITED 

M3 INVESTMENT PVT LTD 

ROOPMANEK BHANSHALI CHARITABLE TRUST 

KIRAN VYAPAR LIMITED 

JM FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT CONSULTANCY SERVICES PVT LTD 

PIRAMAL ENTERPRISES LIMITED 

And numerous other HDFC Charity Fund Investors
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OUR ESTEEMED DONORS

And innumerable individual donors

A CSR initiative by LG Electronics
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CANCER CURE TEAM

You can donate through our website: www.indiancancersociety.org

Payment by Cheque: Beneficiary Name “Indian Cancer Society”
towards Cancer Cure

Address:
Indian Cancer Society – Cancer Cure
74, Jerbai Wadia Road, Parel, Mumbai – 400 012
Phone : +91-22-2413 9445 / 51
Toll free: 1800 221951
To      chat with us: 70214 13656
Info@indiancancersociety.org


